
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 
FCC's management of our public airways.  I am very 
concerned about the consolidation of airways access 
within a few hands.  Such consolidation is likely to 
lead to misuse as fewer and fewer points of view are 
available to this countries citizens.  The most 
aggregious evidence of this is Sinclair Broadcasting's 
decision to force their stations to air an anti-Kerry 
documentary in the days just before the election. 

Mr. Sinclair has been given a trust to use the public 
airwaves free of charge.  This trust, which is a 
privilege, obligates him and his company by law to 
serve the public interest.  Requiring his company's 
stations to air specific and inflamatory programming 
without providing equal access to contrary views 
during a heated campaign is clearly a misuse of that 
trust. 

When large companies control the airwaves, the 
bottom line and the companies' self interest win over 
democracy.  This should be a central concern of the 
FCC, which is responsible for protecting the use of 
this country's airways.

Sinclair's actions are an extreme, but not 
unprecedented, example of why we need to 
strengthen media ownership rules, not weaken 
them. They show why the license renewal process 
needs to include a solemn pledge to not only take 
the rights, but assume the responsibilities, the 
granting of this public trust conveys. 

Again, thank you.


